
John Frederick Richardson (b. 4 Oct. 1796) 

 

Richardson was a Metis soldier in the War of 1812 and subsequently served in the 

West Indies and Europe. Richardson was probably born at Fort George (Niagara-on-the-

Lake), Upper Canada, the Metis son of Robert Richardson and Madeleine Askin (Metis). 

His uncle John Askin Jr. was also active in the War of 1812. 

In July 1812, one month after war had broken out between the United States and 

Great Britain, Richardson, at the age of 15, joined the 41st Foot as a volunteer. He took 

part in several military engagements near Lake Erie, fighting with Indian forces led by 

his hero Tecumseh. With this regiment he witnessed the fall of Fort Detroit and fought at 

Frenchtown. He greatly admired Tecumseh whom he had known since childhood. He 

fought alongside the Shawnee chief in the siege of Fort Meigs. On 5 Oct. 1813 he was 

captured at the battle of Moraviantown where Tecumseh was killed, and Richardson was 

imprisoned in Kentucky, and spent eight months as a prisoner of war.  

After the war of 1812, Richardson remained attached to the military, serving with the 

British Auxiliary in Spain from 1834 to 1837. He was later to describe his war service in 

an essay, “A Canadian campaign, by a British officer.” Released in July 1814, he joined 

the 8th Foot (in which he had been commissioned ensign on 4 Aug. 1813) in October and 

was sent to Europe with it in June 1815 to fight Napoleon’s last army. Arriving too late to 

engage in the battle of Waterloo, he was promoted lieutenant in July and then went on 

half pay in London in February 1816 before joining the 2nd Foot as a second lieutenant in 

May. He served with this regiment for more than two years, primarily in Barbados and 

Grenada. 
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